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        2017 has come to a close, and it is with pleasure that we present this      

Annual Report to the Community.   Units of service continue to increase,      

more people are enjoying the meals and activities, and most importantly, an 

active and engaged group of individuals are enjoying the fellowship of each 

other at the Monroe Center. 
 
         In 2017, we said goodbye to a number of Board members, and most      

notably Geri Allen, whose term expired.   Geriõs service to the Board was  

greatly appreciated, and we are grateful for her dedication of time in guiding 

the Monroe Center during her tenure as President.   We welcome back to the 

Board, Jaime McDonald, who has again stepped up to serve as the Treasurer  

of the Board.   And, we welcome three new Board members ñ Hobby Nels, Troy Goodnough, and    

Richard Janssens.   The diverse background and experience of the Board helps shape the Center.   

The level of interest and commitment of your Board members is remarkable and commendable. 
 
          I am also pleased to report that ProMedica Monroe Regional Hospital, at the urging of your   

Board, has agreed to fund three additional Health Odyssey program lunches this year for a total     

of nine luncheon programs.   With the addition of being open on Thursday evenings  (Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and now Thursdays), the Board continues to expand the activities and availability     

of the Center for the benefit of those we serve.   
 
          As Board President, I remain committed to maintaining the Monroe Center as a place people 

not only enjoy, but also benefit from ñ the activities, as well as the camaraderie!   
  
                                                                                                           Sincerely, 
 
 

       

 

 2017 Board of Directors 
Geri Allen, President  

Mark S. Braunlich, Vice-President 

 Michelle LaVoy Treasurer  

Peggy Barton, Secretary 
 

Laura Attard  

James DeVries 

Edward Feldman  

Ihab Hamka 

Lois Knegnedorf  

Sr. Joan Kusak 

J. Henry Lievens 

Jim McDevitt  

Robin Morr   

Pamela Urbanski / Mary Russ  

Dale Zorn  / Matt Vanisacker  

 2018 Board of Directors 
Mark S. Braunlich, President 

Michelle LaVoy, Vice -President 

 Jaime McDonald,  Treasurer 

Peggy Barton, Secretary 
 

James DeVries 

Edward Feldmam  

Troy Goodnough  

Richard Janssens 

Lois Knegnedorf  

Sr. Joan Kusak 

J. Henry Lievens 

Jim McDevitt  

Hobby Nels  

Mary Russ 

Dale Zorn  / Matt Vanisacker  

Message from the President of the Board 

¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ   όŜȄŎŜǇǘ WǳƭȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊύ  

¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ 

Mark S. Braunlich 

 Board President 



 
Reflecting on 2017, I am pleased to report that the Center continues to grow 
ñ serving more people and more hours of service.    This is possible because 
of the support of our members and community.   We are grateful that so 
many people come in for our meals, activities, and special programs.  Being 
connected to others is essential for our health.   Thatõs what the Center is all 
about, and we strive to make it the place where everyone belongs.    
 
Financially, we ended the year slightly in the red ñ $745.   This would have 
been a much larger figure if we didnõt have the heartwarming response to 
our appeal at the  end of the year.   Donations totaled over $11,000.       
Thanks from the bottom of my heart to all of you for your generosity.  
 
While the Center does receive senior millage dollars ñ which is greatly  appreciated ñ we also  
rely on the revenue from donations, fundraisers, membership dues, corporate support, gift shop, 
and program income to balance our budget.   Together, it works.   Please know that on the expense 
side, we continuously watch what we are buying and take advantage of donations, especially food 
that is available through MCOPõs Food Pantry. 
 
Looking ahead to 2018, we are in the process of being re-accredited by the National Council on  
Aging / National Institute of Senior Centers.   What this means is that the Center meets all of the 
national standards associated with operating a multi -purpose senior center.  We are one of the 115 
senior centers across the nation that is accredited  (out of the 11,000 senior centers) ñ and the only 
one in Michigan.  Thanks to the La-Z-Boy Foundation for graciously donating for the cost  of the 
accreditation.    
 
In 2018, we added Thursday evenings to our late nights  (to 7:00 p.m. on Monday, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays).    Supper is available from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.   All of our meals are cooked from 
scratch and are offered at affordable prices.   We also added Brain Aerobics on Monday mornings.   
This class is designed to keep our mind active ñ and potentially avoiding Alzheimerõs.   And, 
weõre hosting òBring Your Parent to the Centeró Days each quarter.   All of these, plus the other 
offerings are designed to attract a broad audience, and I hope that you are a part.  The Center is a 
warm, fun place to be, and I lovingly call it my òsecond home.ó   It can be yours, too. 

                     
                                                                                                                        In community service,  

    

 

Sandie Pierce, Director 

Message from the Director 

 Center Staff ñ 2018 

Sandie Pierce, Executive Director 

Dave McNew, Operations Manager  

Karen Lemerand, Program Manager 

Linda Guyor, Accounting Clerk  

Cheri Braunlich, Customer Service 

Michelle Gessner, Program Developer 

Michelle Zboch, Volunteer Coordinator  

 
Scott Davidson, Cook 

Carol Huffman, Cook  

Donna Jones, Cook 

Scott Suttles, Cook 

Esther Thompson, Cook 
 

Joe Grifka, RSVP Director 

Taylor Eason, RSVP Volunteer Coordinator 

�´�&�R�X�Q�W���\�R�X�U���D�J�H���E�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����Q�R�W���\�H�D�U�V��  Count 
your life by smiles, not tears.  ~ John Lennon 


